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DfES response to the QCA consultation report on the 
Foundation Stage part of the National Curriculum

We are grateful to all those who took the time to give us their views and we welcome the very positive response to the proposals detailed in the QCA report findings and recommendations.  In line with these positive consultation outcomes, we have no plans to change this flexible and effective approach to early learning, which has won such widespread support from all parts of the early years sector.  We now propose to take the next step and circulate a draft Order and we are happy to receive any further representations on this at the address provided below.  We plan to specify in the Order that the early learning goals required by the primary legislation shall be those in the Curriculum guidance for the Foundation Stage; and all practitioners will need to have regard to this guidance in planning and providing learning activities.
DfES also welcomes the range of comments and suggestions received in response to our question about what further action might best support delivery of the Foundation Stage.  This feedback has given us much to consider. The three areas which were most frequently raised were around: training, funding and guidance.  The sections below provide details on some developments in these areas but we recognise that there is much more we need to do to support the effective delivery of the Foundation Stage.  We continue to monitor and review all our initiatives to support these areas and also consider new initiatives to support settings as they strive to help ensure all children reach their full potential.  The provided comments and suggestions will helpfully inform our plans to support this crucial stage of learning.
Training 

We are taking forward various initiatives aimed at supporting local partners as they secure best value for Government funded local training and development.  We have set a target to help ensure that all those working in the Foundation Stage have access to on average 4 days relevant training and development per year, by 2004. This training should help equip all those working in Foundation Stage settings, including reception class teachers, with the key skills necessary to provide an effective and inclusive Foundation Stage curriculum for the children in their care. 





£40 million of capital funding has been allocated to LEAs over the two financial years 2002-2003 and 2003-2004. This funding should be used to support the achievement of universal provision for three year olds and should be targeted at areas which authorities deem to be disadvantaged. It should be spent on LEA owned property, but this property may be used by providers in the private, voluntary or independent sectors.  Authorities must match fund this allocation from their own resources.

£4 million was given to EYDCPs in 2001/2002 for the provision of outdoor play equipment for under fives. Funding was targeted primarily at children in disadvantaged wards and was used to help nurseries, playgroups and some schools to buy equipment or to provide or upgrade an outdoor play area.  DCMS and DfES are carrying out a review of children's play opportunities to establish how the spending of the proposed £200m Lottery funding might best be utilised to transform play opportunities for children and young people aged 0-16 across the country. 









Please see below the draft Order of the Education (National Curriculum) (Foundation Stage Early Learning Goals) (England) Order 2003. The Secretary of State worded this draft Order to reflect both the consultation proposals (set out below) and the positive response to them.   
Proposal 1: 
That the early learning goals, as set out in the Curriculum guidance for the foundation stage, should be adopted as the statutory learning goals for the Foundation Stage. 
Proposal 2:










Whereas, following the referral to it of a proposal by the Secretary of State in accordance with subsection (2) of section 96 of the Education Act 2002(​[1]​), the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (“QCA”)(​[2]​) has, in accordance with subsection (3) of that section, given notice thereof to the bodies and persons referred to in that subsection and afforded them a reasonable opportunity of submitting evidence and representations as to the issues arising;
And whereas, in accordance with directions given by the Secretary of State under the said subsection (2), the QCA has submitted its report to the Secretary of State in accordance with subsection (4) of the said section 96;
And whereas the QCA has, after submitting its report to the Secretary of State, arranged for it to be published in accordance with subsection (5) of that section;
And whereas the Secretary of State has published a draft of the Order and sent copies of it to the QCA and all those who were consulted by the QCA, and has allowed a period of not less than one month for the submission of evidence and representations as to the issues arising in accordance with subsections (6) and (7) of the said section 96;
Now therefore the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, in exercise of the powers conferred on the Secretary of State by sections 87(1), (2)(a) and (5) and 96 of the Education Act 2002 hereby [without modification] makes the following Order:
Citation, commencement interpretation and application
(1)	This Order may be cited as the Education (National Curriculum) (Foundation Stage Early Learning Goals) (England) Order 2003 and shall come into force on [ ]
(2)	In this Order—
‘the Act’ means the Education Act 2002
‘the Document’ means the Document entitled ‘Curriculum guidance for the foundation stage’ published by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (reference QCA/00/587).
(3)	This Order applies in relation to maintained schools, maintained nursery schools and other nursery education settings funded by local education authorities in England.

Specification of Early Learning Goals

1.	—(1) It is hereby directed that the provisions relating to the early learning goals set out in the Document shall have effect for the purpose of specifying the early learning goals in relation to the areas of learning specified in section 83(2) of the Act.






(This note is not part of the Order)
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The Department may, in accordance with the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information, make available on public request, individual responses. This will extend to your comments unless you inform us that you wish them to remain confidential.
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Please insert ‘X’ in one of the following boxes that best describes you as a respondent.
	 	Parent/carer		 	Childminder	





	 	Nursery or primary school staff (independent)












Copies of the original QCA consultation report can be downloaded from the QCA website www.qca.org.uk , or you can obtain a hard copy by telephoning 0207 509 5868.

We would welcome any further representations you wish to make about the proposals and/ or the draft Order. Please use the box below to comment. 

Comments
     


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you tick the box below.
Please acknowledge this reply	 	







Thank you for taking the time to complete the response form.
	










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































^1	 ()	2002 c.32. .
^2	 ()	The Qualifications and Curriculum Authority was established by section 21 of the Education Act 1997 (1977 c.44).
